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Love you and always will, digital print, 29x42x16 cm, 2025
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Suhaila Abu Hadba Mounayer

2025 ,07INYN DITNN ,017INI7X ,1I112AX 171 7V NDO TN, TTAWTNA
Within Reach, print on archival paper, aluminum, variable dimensions, 2025
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Dan Dan Bashi

2025 ,(D'N111 XY7Y7) D7D 240x320 DVINYND D' TND ,YY1 TA VY IDY1 J1VAX 10'1,9011-11VDY-9011-11VDY
Shimon-Joseph-Shimon-Joseph, colored Gesso and oil paint on fabric on wood,

variable dimensions 320x240 cm (without gaps),2025
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RazShaibi

2025 ,n"D 62x125x162 ,N1XN1 011 ,710"9 ,0"9TN
Shelves, sculpture, drawing and installation, 162x125x62 cm,2025
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OrDavid
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Four Mothers, video installation,variable dimensions, 2025
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Delphine Zorea

2024 ,n"D100x150 ,T2 7V 1YW ,NXX9
Bomb, oil on canvas,150x100 cm, 2024
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Bar Ruso

2025 ,07INWD 0T ,01717 270 7V VaX 11190 ,"707117T X717 ,0ne Swallowed Them All
One Swallowed Them All, digital collage, spray paint on coconut fibers, variable dimensions, 2025
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Raz Shaibi knows that he is identified with
a mane of curls and the large beard that
adorns his face. As a personal gesture,
Shaibi decided to create a bookshelf in his
image, such that the sides of the structure
that hold the shelves were inspired by his
silhouette: one side is black and the otheris
bare, both slightly scratched and bruised.
In this way, Shaibi transforms himself
into a stable and inclusive structure:his
interpretation of the patriarch, the father
of the family who stands at the head and
holds everyone and everything together.
The shelves are laden with a variety of
objects full of humor and meaning, which
become the objects that define him,
residing in his mind and body and open
to the viewer’s perusal. A trophy is placed
next to a leather bag filled with kinetic
sand; next to several books that he created
himself are toy gun bullets. The objects all
hold personal significance for Shaibi and
together, in their esoteric valences, they
compose his complex image.

In his work, Shaibi responds to the
generation of founding fathers of the
Israeli art field and to the “Want of Matter”
that defines them. Many of the objects
placed on the shelves are a tribute to
these local masters, but others signify
defiance and an attempt to rebel against
domineering father figures through a
fantasy of a different kind of fatherhood.
Shaibi created hundreds of aluminum
coins for the exhibition that also bear
his image. His portrait, embossed in

profile on the coins, and especially his
distinguished beard, evokes another
father figure — Theodor Herzl, the father of
Zionism. “Shelves” reveals Shaibi’s inner
world and the discourse he conducts
with the fathers of Israel’s history.
Shaibi is not interested in hoarding his
wealth, financial and intellectual, and
he encourages visitors to take a coin and
save it for a time of need.

Thanks to Yael Dor Bar.

Bar Ruso

- ~

Lali Bidoisafictional, genderless character,
dressed in a skin-colored bodysuit from
head to toe. Thisis not Lali's firsttime at the
Edmond de Rothschild Center; in fact, Lali
feels very much at home here. So much so
that Lali decided to bring a personal-family
object into the exhibition space: a collage
that brings together precious memories
of beloved family members. The Bido
family, just like Lali, is also wrapped in a
bodysuit that creates external homogeneity
between the characters. In the collage,
one can find typical Israeli family scenes,
from events, trips, inside the house and
around the backyard. The entire extended
family is represented:aunts, uncles, and
grandchildren, brothers, sisters and
nephews. At the same time, the uniform
outfit turns the family members into a

surface onto which almost anything can
be projected. When the body disappears
into a single cloth, the signs of gender are
mediated through external accessories
and aids, which indicate what the outfit is
trying to obscure. A bodysuit is placed at
the entrance to the gallery as a floor mat,
a kind of discarded skin that both allows
for concealment and at the same time can
be removed.

“One Swallowed Them All” by Bar Ruso
imagines a family patriarch, a fictional
tribal chief with a vast visual biography.
The work’s title is taken from a Basotho
(Southern African) folktale about a monster
that swallows everything in its path,
growing and growing until it threatens to
destroy all existence. Lali and Ruso are
shadow figures to one another, creators of
the collage and the artwork, who together
triumph over what is happening and
try to cram as much as possible into the
frame. Ruso’s return to the character of
Lali deepens her artistic research: on the
one hand, the disappearance of gender
symbols forces the viewer to think and
understand gender differently, and on the
other hand, the multiplicity of characters
and the creation of a family thatincludes the
elderly, children and a baby gives volume
and depth to Ruso’s exploration of the
connection between family, reproduction
and inheritance.

Dedicated to Naftali Ruso and Louisa
Kaden Ruso.
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Delphine Zorea

Above all work, Delphine Zorea’s ticking
bomb hovers. A painting of an anonymous
woman’s face hangs high in the depths
of the gallery. She stares straight ahead,
her blue eyes intently gazing toward
the gallery’s entrance. Her red lips are
pursed, sparkling with a sweet sheen.
She is on high and all-seeing. A spiritual
mother. She is the prototype of a woman,
perfect and elegant, and at the same
time threatening, serious and seductive.
The figure is open to interpretation: on
the one hand, she can be perceived as
devout, modest and traditional. Maybe
that’s a wig on her head? On the other
hand, there is an attractive, sexual and
exaggerated element to her. Zorea creates
adivine matriarch, a seductive holy spirit.
Hanging in the air, she marks herself as
the patroness of the exhibition, the Holy
Mother, the Madonna and the whore. She
is both a mother and a sister, a daughter-
in-law or a bride on her wedding day,
a family woman. Is she Zorea herself
or perhaps an aunt? The oil paints
exaggerate her facial features and the
more you look at them, the more you are
drawn in. She is mesmerizing, attractive.
Zorea focuses our gaze on a woman who
plays with the boundaries of good taste,
on an ambivalent figure, exaggerated as
she is pious, familiar yet anonymous. An
Israeli bombshell.
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The floor work that Bashi presents simulates
a domestic, multi-layered carpet, in which
each layer is a gesture and contribution of
a family member who enlists his unique
artistic expertise. Bashi’s grandfather used
to travel around the country and paint its
landscapes, so the first layer is a watercolor
painting on canvas in an homage to his
works, which served as a foundation on
which the family continues to build. Bashi's
father, an architect, drew various areas of
his son’s childhood home on the painted
canvas. Then together, the father and son
cutand glue the pieces to plywood, bringing
the memory to life and giving it a three-
dimensional form. Bashi himself decided
to create a frame for the work, as a metaphor
for the role he plays for his family, both in
everyday life and in this work’s creation. His
3-year-old son, Ariel, the youngest in the
lineage, receives from his father the freedom
to create, build, paint and decorate the
structure and foundation that his ancestors
formulated for him. The work immortalizes
the men of the Bashi lineage and celerbates
creative work as an intimate inheritance that
binds them together.

Suhaila Abu Hadba

Suhaila Abu Hadba Mounayer explores
family intimacy by focusing on delicate
touch, which is recreated and given
physical presence through objects she

installs in the gallery space. One work is
based on relatives from around the country
and the world who send wedding photos
to Abu Hadba Mounayer’s grandmother,
who precedes to organize them in family
albums. The artist focuses on a detail from
one of these photos that she found in her
grandmother’s house: a hand emerges from
a white muslin dress and is gently placed
beside a larger hand emerging from an
elegant suit. The identities of the figures
remain obscure, their faces outside the
frame, but family closeness, physicality
and symbolism mark the artistic gesture.
Abu Hadba Mounayer pulls the pair of
holding hands out of their original context,
enlarges them and turns the image into a
cylinder. Just like the palms of the hands
placed together, the edges of the paper
on which the image is printed recreate the
intimate touch.

Browsing through albums raised a
question for Abu Hadba Mounayer: What
happens when the album is closed and the
photographed images meet each other,
face to face? Each page becomes a kind of
hinge, a door whose opening and closing
creates new connections and contacts. This
thought led her to door handles, which she
cast in aluminum: four pairs of handles are
placed throughout the gallery in an attempt
to give an everyday object new meaning.
The absence of the door allows us to notice
a subtle mechanism and an additional
touch that is usually hidden from our eyes,
asthe connection between the two handles

becomes like a symbiotic system. The subtle
touch is also recreated in the placement
of the works scattered throughout the
exhibition space: when they are within reach
of each work, another kind of intimate and
familial connection is made possible.

The artist wishes to thank Noa Arbiv for her
assistance with casting.

Or David

In a video installation, Or David creates
an altar for mothers who have been, and
are, gone: for the four mothers who shaped
her life in both their presence and their
departure. On one side of the room are three
screens on which a continuous video loop is
played. Each screen is dedicated to David's
interaction with a maternal figure who was
influential. Her deceased biological mother
is represented by the house where the artist
was raised; she is filmed standing outside
it, running around it, trying to communicate
with the void and pain she is trying to fill.
In the other two videos, David performs an
intimate choreography with adult female
figures: she runs towards them and they
miss her, she runs again and is blocked
by their body, they stand firm, turn their
backsto her, butitis clearthatthey are still
protecting and containing her. A loving and
intimate embrace connects David to the
mother figures who are present.
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In a video projection on the wall
opposite the altar screens, we find David in
the Jerusalem forest, where she discovers
herself, doubled. It was Lus Nuway, David’s
therapist and spiritual teacher who passed
away unexpectedly, who taught her the
most important lesson: to be her own
mother, to find the maternal embrace
and acceptance within herself. Unlike
the other video channels in the work, this
projection includes animation, as ariver of
pain suddenly appears in the green forest,
drowning David in mourning and sorrow.
She does not surrender to the river but
swims and swallows it all, coming to terms
with the grief, and finding the strength to
accept the loss. David dedicates the work
to the memory of Lus and the important
lesson she taught her with her presence
and departure.

Photography: Asi Belisha and Alon Avidar
Editing, After Effects and Animation:
Hanan Offner | Special thanks to Idit
Levi, Nita Klausner, Lus Nuway, Shani
Sherman, Yaella Rashba | and Gabriella
Dekalo Dor.

REVANIE )

A crowded bookshelf is placed in the
middle of the gallery. The shelf is not only
human-shaped, but it is also designed in
the image of its creator. Anyone who knows
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The singularity and W in an exhibition that
importance of the does not claim to be

Israeli family has been

the subject of research and
interest since the state's establishment. The
ongoing political instability in the region
has created areality in which the state and
its borders are frequently destabilized. In
contrast (and perhaps precisely because of
this), the family unit has been established
as a stable and meaningful framework of
the Israeli experience, both practically
and metaphorically. This period of war has
exemplified and amplified how the Israeli
family structure transcends biological
boundaries, and expands into an efficient
organizational and organic system. In
places where the state has faltered, the
family, in the broadest sense of the word,
has taken on national responsibilities,
such as provision, care, and housing. The
exhibition "Familial" examines the Israeli
family as a national and personal concept,
idiosyncratic yet representative, individual
and collective, through artworks that
stretch the durability and elasticity of the
classic family structure.

The group process for this exhibition
began before the war began. While the
original curatorial vision intended to
discuss the complex relationship between
family and state, each of the participating
artists received freedom to interpret the
concept of family as they wished. The
artistic products of this process created a
mosaic of experiences that come together

Dr. Yarden Stern

absolute or complete,
but rather to represent
moments with which one can identify:
private moments, but also familiar ones.
The artists turned to their families — some
directly, through the active participation
of family members or through the use
of personal family archives; and others
spiritually, through an intellectual or
philosophical examination of the concept —
to explore how the family unit is formed,
creates histories and fantasies, and gives
meaning to the life of the individual through
a different form of collectivity.

The double meaning of “Familial”
outlines the course of the exhibition. On
the one hand, the exhibition deals with
inheritance, with what we don’t choose,
with the social and biological elements that
define what a family unit is. On the other
hand, it promotes subjective and personal
definitions of what is considered family and
familial, what defines kinship and belonging
beyond conventional definitions or historical
perceptions. How do different individual
identities represent collective and familial
identity? How does the family develop and
change alongside and in light of an unknown
political future? Israeliness itself becomes
a broad concept subject to interpretation
by artists who approach it through a range
of critical lenses. "Familial" explores the
structure of the family through a variety of
mediums, asking how artists experience

and represent this significant and intimate
space artistically and critically to reflect a
contemporary and complex Israeli reality.

[tamar Buhnik

- ~

The text appearing in Itamar Buhnik's work
was taken from a text message he received
from his grandmother about a month after
the war broke out. She sent the message
after she discovered that he had been in
a relationship with a Christian Palestinian
man for the past two years. In the work
“"Love You and Always Will”, Buhnik
playfully illustrates his grandmother’s
harsh response. He examines the nature
of their bond and the different ways family
and intimacy are perceived through
generational gaps. Instead of burying
his grandmother's problematic and dark
messages, Buhnik decided to presentthem
as public billboards. He chose a particularly
Israeli style and created an exaggerated
imitation of the whatsapp sticker aesthetic
by using random images, a variety of fonts,
and different Jewish symbols. In doing
so, Buhnik creates a contrast between
his grandmother's hurtful words and the
visual exaggeration and ridiculousness of
whatsapp culture.

Stickers were the main means of
communication between Buhnik and
his grandmother, and the jump from
superficial and polite communication to
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an assertive demand to separate from his
partner made him realize that they think
about family in completely different ways.
While the aesthetic choice evokes a sense
of amusement, the painful and accusatory
content elicits strong reactions. Alongside a
display of homophobia and bigotry, Buhnik’s
grandmother also expresses great love
and concern for her grandson — a human
contradiction rich in ambivalence, a fine
line that exists in even the most functioning
families. After afew months, Buhnik and his
grandmother straightened things out, not
out of agreement or in a loud argument, but
following a clarification that the only option
was acceptance and inclusion. Thus, they
returned to their normal communication,
sending stickers wishing each other
"Shabbat Shalom" and "Shavua Tov."

Dan Dan Bashi

— ~

In his work, Dan Dan Shimon Bashi
presents a collaboration between the
men of the Bashi family, each of whom
uses his creative abilities in a joint effort.
Thinking about his patriarchal lineage,
Bashi realized that in his family, not only
are names inherited (the title of the work
echoes the family custom of passing on
middle names in generational leaps, from
Shimon to Yosef, from Yosef to Shimon), an
artistic inclination and a free creative hand
seem to be inherited, too.
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August 7, 2025 - October 17, 2025
Edmond de Rothschild Center
104 Rothschild Blvd., Tel Aviv

Exhibition

Curator: Dr. Yarden Stern

Participants: Itamar Buhnik, Dan Dan Bashi,
Or David, Delphine Zorea, Bar Ruso,

Suhaila Abu Hadba Mounayer, Raz Shaibi
Graphic design: Studio Roniverony
Installation: Sassi Mazor

Label production: Line Cut

Catalogue

Design: Studio Roniverony

Texts: Dr. Yarden Stern

Text editing: Maya Shimony

English translation: Dr. Yarden Stern
Arabic translation: Raji Bathish
Print: Printeria

Thanks to Levi Prombaum and Yuval Avrami
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